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AP IDEAN!

HISTORIES

By former Amakusa City ALT Zachary Johnson

l rom 2012-2014 I lived as an

English teacher in Amakusa-shi. A beautiful
cluster of islands with a rich and unique history,
it has nevertheless been undergoing population
decline for several decades. One way this change
is represented is in the towns' closed schools and
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storefronts. While teaching in Kawaura-machi, I
saw two of my elementary schools close. A few
years after returning to the States, the high
school closed as well. As a teacher, I would
wander through the shuttered areas of the
islands, curious about the histories behind them.
In particular, my favorite place to explore was the
fishing town of Ushibuka.

Above: Ushibuka
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Left: Sasaki

In November of 2017 I
returned to Ushibuka
eager to wuse art to
address the urban change
it had experienced. I did
this wvia the Furusato
Vision Project, a new
initiative of the JET
Program available to
JET alumni. In
Ushibuka, I met with
locals and asked them to
write down a cherished
memory they had of
something that no longer
existed. With their
words, and the
photographs I took of
them and their chosen
locations, I hoped to cast
a positive light on places
that might otherwise go
ignored. Overall many of
the stories shared a
common theme: human

Left and below: Yoshika

relationships.  People
mentioned a family
farewell, playing with
childhood friends, taking
walks with one's son,
surviving a crisis with
one's neighbors, etc. It
was people's humanity
and their care for each
other that made the
various locations special.

As communities change, I
believe it's those kinds of
values that are important
tor people to uphold. I
hope that if people in
Ushibuka and other
changing communities
hold onto their kindness,
concern for each other,
and continue to take joy
in one another, then life
will be brighter for future
generations.

Bottom-right: Zachary and Yoshikawa

YOKA | SPRING 2018




