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Introduction 
 

ÉKumamoto City BOE initiative 

ÉALTs concerned about the emphasis on English communication 

ÉIntroduced in November 2012 

ÉAdds an oral component to English assessment  

ÉJunior High Schools in Kumamoto City 
 



English Speaking Test Aims 

Improve overall test 
scores of students 

Emphasis on oral 
communication and natural 
English conversation 
development in English 
education 



How does it work? 

Ştudents prepare a short speech based on 1 of 5 given topics 
Ţopics include:  

üMy Family   My hobbies    My Daily Life 
üMy School   School Memories   aȅ CŀǾƻǊƛǘŜΧ 
üMy Friend   My Favorite Person  Sports Day 
üHobbies   My Favorite Event   School Club 
üFamous Person  My Future    My Future 

1st grade  2nd grade   3rd grade 



Speech Test components 

Section A                     Section B 

Assessed speech based on 1 of 5 topics. 
The students must memorize the speech. 
They cannot bring a copy of the speech into 
the test room. 
 

*10 words sheet allowed 

Q&A 
1 question from the student  
3 questions from the ALT (question list) 
1 question from the ALT (based on speech) 
 

*5 minutes can allow for extra questions 
 
 





Assessment 
Section A 
ÉThe students will start with 20 points 
ÉPoints will be deducted based on the following criteria: 

Incoherency 
Mispronunciation 
Low volume 
Missing sentence(s) 

-1 
-1 
-1 
-2 



Section B 
ÉThe student will start with 0 points 
ÉFor each question there are 4 points 
 

![¢Ωǎ questions (4) for the student (16) 
 

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ![¢  (4) 



DEMONSTRATION 

20 POINTS 
-1 
-1 
-2 

0 POINTS 
+4 
0 

+2 
+4 
+4 

16 POINTS + 14 POINTS 

A B 





1. Hello. My name is Toshimi Shimokawa. 
2. I like soccer. 
3. I play soccer on Monday and Tuesday. 
4. My favorite soccer team is Manchester United. 
5. My favorite soccer player is Ronaldo. 
6. Thank you. 
 
 

 

1. Hello. My name is Toshimi Shimokawa. 
2. I like soccer. 
3. I play soccer on Monday and . 
4. My favorite like player Ronaldo. 
5. My favorite soccer team is Manchester United.  
сΦ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
7. Thank you. 
 
 
 

Prepared speech 

Presented speech 

Use of Japanese (-1) 

 
Missing sentence (-2) 

Incorrect English (-1) 



{ǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ![¢ 

![¢Ωǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ 

What sport do you play?     ᾛᾛᾛᾛ 

Q. When do you play soccer? 
A.Yes 
 
A.How about Messi? Do you like him?    ᾛᾛ 
A.   I like Ronaldo! 
 
Q. Do you play baseball? 
A. Yes, I play baseball on Friday and Saturday   ᾛᾛᾛᾛ 
 
Q. How about swimming? Do you like swimming? 
A. Yes, I like swimming     ᾛᾛᾛᾛ 
  







ÅStudents work hard preparing their speech 
ÅPanel of ALTs give feedback to each class after 
the speaking test 
ÅDiscuss challenges 
ÅPraise good points 
ÅHighlight exceptional students 
 


