Appliances & Electronics


	Device
	Approximate Cost

(万 = ‘man’, \10,000)
	Where Can I Get It?
	Notes

	Air Conditioner 

(エアコン, eakon)
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	Units start from around 6万. Expect to pay around 9-10万 fully installed.
	Electronics stores,

OR specialist heating and cooling retailers.
	If you already have an A/C but it’s dirty, consider getting a professional cleaner in like www.benry.com.

	Fridge 
(れいぞうこ, reizouko)
	Second-hand fridges start from about 1万. New fridges will be around 2-3万.
	Electronics stores and second-hand stores, order online.
	Your fridge will always be on, so look for the most energy efficient model you can.

	Microwave 
(でんしれんじ, denshi renji)
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	Basic models start from 1万. Feature-packed models can be much more expensive.
	Electronics stores, second-hand stores, online, discount stores.　
	Most models offer a microwave (レンジ), oven (オーブン) and toast/grill (トースター orグリル) function. For cooking time – you can use minute (分) and second (秒) buttons.

	Washing Machine 
(せんたくき, sentakuki)
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	Used machines start from around 1万. Newer machines are more expensive but most features are standard.
	Electronics stores and second-hand stores, order online.
	Usually small and simple, with only a cold water setting. Some machines may double as spin dryers.

	Buttons: ON (入、運転 or 付)

OFF (切,停止 or 消)

弱 – Low 中 – Normal 強 – Strong

	Check the KumamotoJET page for more detailed information, or email me at: marukomu86@yahoo.com 


Electronics Shops
	Specialty Electronics
	Discount
	Second-hand
	Online

	Edion www.edion.com
	Don Quixote　(ドンキホ―テ) www.donki.com
	Independent stores
(look for リサイクル)
	Amazon www.amazon.co.jp 

	Best Denki www.bestdenki.ne.jp/
	Direx　(ダイレクス)
www.ds-direx.co.jp 
	Hard Off www.hardoff.co.jp
	Rakuten

www.rakuten.com 

	Yamada Denki www.yamada-denki.jp 
	
	2nd Street www.2ndstreet.jp 
	


Mobile Phones (携帯電話, keitai denwa)
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· There are four main mobile providers in Japan - Softbank, Docomo, AU and Y!Mobile. Reception may vary in your area, so get feedback before committing to one provider.
· Docomo is owned by NTT so generally has the best reception outside the city. Softbank and AU’s networks are adequate, coverage is pretty similar (Y!Mobile uses Softbank’s network).
· Costs for plans will vary depending on variables like your preferred provider, phone and data. Voice calls may be free during certain times or to certain phones (but Docomo does not offer any free voice calls). The main factor is how much data you expect use:
	
	Basic Plan
	Data Intensive
	BYO Phone

	Approximate Cost
	\3,000 - \5,000 p/m
	\7,000 - \10,000 p/m
	\2,500 - \6,000 p/m

	Comments
	Minimal data usage (around 1GB or less). Prices will vary by phone/network.
	More data (3GB – 7GB). Light internet users may consider getting more mobile data in place of a fixed connection.
	Y!Mobile offers good value data plans with almost no call limits. Check that your existing phone works in Japan first.

	Most plans are for 2 years. Cancellation is generally around 1万+ some phone costs. Check with your provider.

	Use WiFi where possible. All providers have free public WiFi for their users at various stores (Softbank free WiFi is available to Y!Mobile users). You may need to download an app, but it’s an easy way to reduce your data usage.


Internet (インターネット, intaanetto)

First consider whether you need a fixed connection, or whether wireless will suit your purposes.
· Wireless speeds are generally fine in the city. An advantage is that you can take your data with you on your commute or to school. You can probably bundle a wireless service with your phone, but I recommend WiMax if you want to avoid data restrictions. WiMax offer ‘rolling’ data usage – so if you don’t exceed a set limit (say, 3GB) over a set time period (say, 3 days) you are otherwise free to use as much data as you like over the month! Wireless services may not be practical in rural areas, so check with other nearby JETs first.

· Fixed connections will vary depending on your location. Speeds are usually excellent once set up, but it can take several weeks to get connected. To see what connections are available, I suggest using BBapply (www.bbapply.com). BBapply is a free English service that deals directly with providers on your behalf and takes care of the process for you. Always check with your BOE/landlord first and confirm that they’re okay with your plans.
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